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Liliana Uribe knows from experience about the
      protection that Urgent Action appeals can offer

to vulnerable human rights defenders in Colombia.

On May 24, a letter arrived not long after Liliana’s
organization published a report about killings
allegedly carried out by state security forces. The
letter  threatened  to make Liliana and her colleagues
a “military target”. It also contained the following
ominous message: “Do not make us get our
consciences and our hands dirty with your blood”.

UA 129/07 was quickly issued and
messages of concern from members of
the Urgent Action Network started to
flow to the government in Colombia.

“Your work is very, very
worthwhile and useful for us,” said
Liliana, during a visit to Canada in
October.

“All those letters apply pressure on
the government to take action to halt the
persecution and threats. It’s also a way
of raising the profile of people who are
working for human rights in  Colombia
and generating an environment in which
paramilitaries, the army and the
government feel obliged to respect us.”

Liliana’s vital work is putting her at
risk again. Why? Read more at VOICE
FOR JUSTICE on the next page.

Liliana Uribe (right) with members
of Group 56 after speaking at an
event they organized in Ottawa.
Liliana knows she’s at risk because
of her work to stop human rights
abuses by the army. She also knows
your letters can protect her.

Do you want to support Liliana?
Take part in our Write for

Rights event in December. Find
out how on the back page.
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Who’s who these days in the UA office

When Kathy Price was asked to fill in
last fall for a colleague whose

responsibilities included Amnesty
Canada’s work on Colombia and Mexico,
two others filled in for her. Emma Beltrán
was with us from November until June.
Adriana Salazar has been getting Urgent
Actions to you since then.

Like Emma, Adriana brings Spanish to
the job, as well as enormous knowledge
and experience working for human rights

VOICE FOR JUSTICE
continued from front page That is a potentially

damaging statistic at a
time when President Uribe
is trying to persuade the
US Congress and the
Canadian government to
put in place free trade
pacts with Colombia.

“There has been a series
of accusations and
stigmatizations by the
President who, on different
occasions, referred to
human rights groups that
denounce extrajudicial
executions as doing the
legal work of the
guerrilla,” says Liliana.

“My greatest fear is being
arrested on trumped up
charges or killed.”

You can send messages
of support on behalf of
Liliana Uribe and her
colleagues. Visit
www.amnesty.ca/
writeathon or phone
Marilyn at (416) 363-9933,
extension 25 to sign up.

In Ottawa, Amnesty Canada
helped Liliana Uribe to meet

with government officials and
MPs, as well as media.

government’s war on
insurgents help fuel these
crimes.

“Amongst the victims are
campesinos, indigenous
people, trade unionists and
other  community leaders,”
continues Liliana. “The
impunity rate for these
crimes is almost 100 per
cent.”

Colombian human
rights defender Liliana
Uribe recently organized
an international fact-
finding team of legal and
forensics experts from
Europe and the United
States. Their report
concludes that during the
last five years, there has
been a disturbing increase
in extrajudicial executions
carried out by state
security forces.

“These are documented
cases in which members of
the army took civilians from
their homes or places of
work. Then they presented
the victims as insurgents
killed in combat,” explains
Liliana. “Dozens were
youths aged 15 to 17,” she
says, adding that pressures
and incentives to produce
“positive results” in the

in Latin America.

We deeply appreciate the contributions
of Adriana and Emma, who have taught us
a lot.

Marilyn McKim continues to lead the
Urgent Action Network as full time staff.
Kathy’s campaigning responsibilities for
Colombia and Mexico are now permanent.
She continues to work with the Urgent
Action Network one day a week.

© AI
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Children in the Prestes
Maia building hold copies
of letters written on their
behalf by members of the

Urgent Action Network

“I want to thank you for my house”

What has happened
 to the tenants of the

Prestes Maia building in
downtown São Paulo,
Brazil?

One year ago, our
newsletter featured the
right to adequate housing
in Brazil. We focused on a
thousand  low-income
families who occupied an
abandoned 22-storey
building. Each time the
authorities threatened
eviction, Amnesty
International issued an
Urgent Action (UAs 71/06
and 288/06).

In the face of intense
pressure from local and
international protestors,
the municipal government signed an
agreement. It promised to provide some
families with homes and to help others pay
their rent until they find more permanent
housing.

In May, an Amnesty delegation visited

the building as the tenants
were leaving.

A community leader
commented, “We were not
expecting this victory, but
Amnesty’s involvement
suddenly gave the
campaign visibility.”

“I want to thank you
today for my house,” said
a woman. “I lived in a
shack without a bathroom
with my disabled child. I
was a street girl, treated
like rubbish. I lost my
mother to violence. I was
alone. Housing helped not
just me, but my child.”

Manoel Del Rio, a
lawyer who works with the
homeless movement in São

Paulo, underscored the far-ranging impact
for vulnerable people. “Housing gives them
autonomy and eliminates dependency,” he
said. “It gives them a chance to find a job
and have an income. It’s a base from which
people can begin to fight for other rights.”

Amnesty International will launch a worldwide campaign on
     economic, social and cultural rights late in 2008. The

campaign will address the human rights violations that drive and
deepen poverty.

For more about the campaign, please visit http://web.amnesty.
org/pages/poverty-index-eng or contact the Urgent Action office
(our phone, fax, email and street address is at the top of page 1).

http://web.amnesty
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At one time under threat
of torture, Claude

Yabanda was released
from prison in the

Central African Republic
and able to seek safety

in France.

More good news from other
parts of the world

We often write letters
 without proof that

they will have any effect.
Sometimes we are gratified
to learn later that prisoners
knew about our letters or
that they spurred an
authority to take remedial
action. The copies we mail
to a human rights group
often give them courage to
continue speaking out
against injustice.

Here are some recent
stories about how your
messages contributed to
securing positive
outcomes.

*********************

In the Central African
Republic authorities
accused electronics engineer Claude
Yabanda of teaming up with armed
groups to overthrow the government. They
put him in prison in April 2006.

After Amnesty International issued UA
158/06 to protect him from torture and even
death, the Procurator General (a senior
minister) encouraged him to apply for
release. At first, Claude Yabanda hesitated
because he still faced charges. Then he
decided to apply and was freed! When the
authorities gave him back his passport, he
realized that the international attention had
embarrassed the authorities into letting him
out of the country. Claude Yabanda is now
living in France with his family.

In Goma, Congo, the
Prosecutor-General drew
the attention of the court to
the Urgent Action issued
on behalf of his client,
Joseph Dunia Ruyenzi
on February 22, 2007. The
Prosecutor-General said the
UA showed international
condemnation of the arrest
order used to imprison
Joseph. The order was
quashed the next day and
Joseph was freed.

Why had he been
arrested? Joseph noticed
that the judge presiding
over a fraud trial had a
conflict of interest. So he
mounted a legal challenge.
Even though it fully con-
formed with the law, the
judge responded by order-

ing Joseph be imprisoned for six months for
“contempt of court”.

To those of you who mobilized in his
support, Joseph sends a big thank you.

******************************

In Turkemistan, Nuryagdy Gairov
is a member of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. He
was imprisoned in mid-June for “evasion of
call-up to military service”. This was after
his religious principles forced Nuryagdy to
contravene Article 219 of Turkmenistan’s
Criminal Code.

Amnesty International believes that

©  Private
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refusing to serve in the army expresses a
person’s beliefs. UA 174/07
was issued for Nuryagdy
and three others imprisoned
for the same reason.

A court ordered his
release just weeks after your
messages started arriving in
Ashgabat.

That prompted this
message of thanks from the
Jehovah’s Witnesses:

 “Members of Amnesty
International reacted
promptly to draw
international attention to the
plight of Nuryagdy Gairov.
[We] are grateful that such
swift action has helped to
bring about his freedom.”

The three others in jail
were later freed too.

*****************

In Cabinda, Angola, a
court also released four
prisoners of conscience in
July, just days after your
messages started arriving.
Pedro Maria António
and three fellow protesters
got into trouble for oppos-
ing the appointment of a
Catholic bishop. They
created placards saying “Dom Filomeno
does not represent heaven for believers”
and “The Church of Cabinda is divided”.

 “The work of the UA Network was
crucial in achieving the men’s release,”
concluded Amnesty researchers in London.

In Dashoguz, Turkmenistan,
environmental activist
Andrei Zatoka sent a
text message to alert friends
that he had been arrested.
They forwarded the message
to Amnesty International.
UA 5/07 was issued to
appeal for Andrei’s release
on the grounds that he was
being unjustly punished for
his peaceful work.

About three weeks later
when your appeals were
arriving in Turkmenistan, a
court ordered Andrei set
free!

Andrei Zatoka and his
supporters are grateful to
letter writers for your
quick action.

*******************

In Argentina, lawyer
Pablo Salinas became
the focus of UA 322/05
when he received death
threats because of his work
defending victims of police
brutality and prosecuting
state security forces
responsible for human
rights abuses during the
so-called “dirty war”.

The Urgent Action asked
us to send copies of our appeals to Pablo’s
office.

“We are receiving letters from all over
the world,” he wrote earlier this year. “I do
not have the words to thank you enough
and say how important it is for us. Please
pass on my deepest sentiment of gratitude
to everyone who has sent letters.”

Happy to be free. Andrei
Zatoka was imprisoned for

his peaceful defense of
the environment, until

UA 5/07 was issued!

©  Private
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Pablo Salinas, with his wife

Analia, sends thanks to
those who wrote on his

behalf. “I do not have the
words ... to say how

important it is for us.”
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Our researchers
     have tracked

the success rate of
Urgent Actions for
over 20 years.

The annual rate of cases with a positive
result ranges from a low of 27 percent to a
high of 47 percent. In 2006, our success rate
was in between, at 33 percent.

Sadly, there are times when we get bad
news about a case we have written about.
Other times, we receive an update telling us
what successes our letters helped to
generate. But rarely do we hear what our
letters prevented.

For example, when we speak up for one
individual, the outcome may be that we
protect others from harm.

This is true when we campaign against
the execution of one American on death
row. Our letters send the message that the
death penalty is no longer an appropriate

punishment for him or for any other citizen.

When we act quickly to prevent a death
threat from being carried out against a
human rights defender, our letters protect
the community she or he is working in.

Even when our letters are too late to save
someone from an unlawful killing, they can
keep the victim’s family safe.

So keep those pens and keyboards
primed.

Finally, when you sit down to write
because you do not want someone to be
alone, know that you are not alone either.
Whenever you respond to an Urgent Action,
some of our 2,000 network members across
the country are writing on the same case
too. Your letter joins many others that make
their way from PEI, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba and many other points in Canada
to their destinations. Together we create a
trickle, a stream, a river and finally a flood
of protest.

Realities worth considering

Our UA Network has a new member ...
in Nigeria!

One day last March, Adeshina Sadiq
made his way to the local internet café

in Lagos, as he usually does. He must have
been surfing Amnesty International
websites, because he landed on ours at
www.amnesty.ca and found an on-line
petition for two Iranian women. They had
just been arrested for leading International
Women’s Day protests. He signed the
petition, and then joined AI Canada’s
Urgent Action Network!

Adeshina wrote this message to us in
July: “Sincerely speaking, I appreciate

Amnesty
actions to stop
violations of
human rights. I am willing to work on any
assignment given to me, though I am a low
income earner in Nigeria and must use
cyber cafés [to check email]. I believe with
my participation as a UA member, I am
given the opportunity to fight for human
rights. [I am] proud to be a member of
Amnesty even if it will cost me a lot.  I want
to thank you and every member for the
good work.”
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Messages from young activists encourage
lawyer in north Africa

From time to time we ask
        our youngest

activists to send a
message of support to
someone whose human
rights are at risk. Letters,
photos and drawings sent
by children can be a
particularly powerful
source of courage and
inspiration.

Just ask Mohammed
Abbou. He is a lawyer in
Tunisia who was put in
prison for three and a half
years for publishing articles
critical of the government on the internet.
That’s when Amnesty International Belgium

asked its youngest activists
to send him messages of
solidarity.

After his release this
summer, Mohammed told
Amnesty: “I would like to
say how touched I was to
receive letters from 7 and 8-
year-old children … I think
it’s an excellent initiative to
get children interested in
the fate of a foreigner who
has been imprisoned for
exercising freedom of
expression ... and educate
them in this way about

human rights. I had those letters read to my
children.”

LIFESAVER actions, written in clear language with younger activists in
mind, are available monthly from the Urgent Action office.

You can also find the latest Lifesaver action in our website at: http://
www.amnesty.ca/take_action/lifesaver/Lifesaver.pdf

©  Private
 Prisoner of conscience

Mohammed Abbou celebrates
freedom with his family.

Messages from young activists
helped keep hope alive.

Participating in Amnesty’s work
 presents different challenges,

depending where you live. A few years
ago, an international postage stamp cost
a day’s earnings in Nigeria. How can you
press a government to respect human rights
if it’s too expensive to mail appeals?

Group members devised a strategy. They
wrote their letters together. Then one person
volunteered to deliver them by hand to all
the appropriate embassies around the city.

Food for thought Consider too the challenges
of sending a fax appeal in
countries where fax paper is
costly or difficult to find. In
some places, the power may
not always stay on long
enough to get your fax

through. There is also the challenge of
protecting the machine from humidity in
the tropics or sand blowing through the
windows in other regions.

Government offices may face similar
challenges. That’s worth bearing in mind
when our faxes don’t go through!

http://www.amnesty.ca/take_action/lifesaver/Lifesaver.pdf
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How will you spend Human Rights Day 2007?

For a few minutes or hours, join Amnesty
 members in more than 40 countries in a

global letter-writing event.

On December 10 -- and in the days before
and after -- we will join forces to encourage
governments to respect human rights.

The Write for Rights event will invite
you to take action on behalf of:

   • A Honduran human rights defender who
received death threats
   • Five Vietnamese trade unionists
imprisoned for expressing their convictions
   • A young Russian who vanished after
soldiers picked him up
   • An Iraqi woman facing the death penalty
   • A prisoner of conscience detained in
China
   • A Congolese student who suffered
terrible abuses for supporting an opposition
political party

We will also offer cases on behalf of Iraqi
refugees, human rights defenders in
Colombia, comfort women in Japan and
Guantánamo detainee Omar Khadr, among
others. One case will focus on the need for
Canadian companies operating abroad to
respect human rights

We are eager to have the help of those
who can write fluently in Arabic, French or
Spanish. We have actions for children too.

Will you add your voice? Register now
at www.amnesty.ca/writeathon or phone
Marilyn at (416) 363-9933 ext 25 to sign up.

After December 10, remember to return
to the web page or phone in to log the
number of letters you’ve contributed.

In Canada, we hope to generate 20,000
letters with your help. Around the world,
we’re aiming for 200,000. Write on!

Mark June 13 on your 2008 calendar
advocate for human rights. We’ll take
action to stop violations. And we’ll make
connections with activists from across
Canada.

It’s all happening in downtown
Toronto.

For an AGM package or more details,
contact us via phone, email or fax (our
contacts are at the top of the front page).

Amnesty members
        from across

Canada will gather
for next year’s Annual
General Meeting from
June 13th to 15th.

We’ll debate resolutions about the
shape and direction of Amnesty’s work.
We’ll learn new skills to help us


